Why is there a cottage here?
Why is it called the Toll Barr Cottage?
The road we call Garstang Road started life as a packhorse road it was near to but
was not the roman road. David Routledge “found” the route with the aid of satellite
mapping going north south to the east of the current A6.

In 1555 the 1st Act for the maintenance of roads/highways was passed “An Act of
Amendynge of Hyghewayes” which stated that unless a “particular individual” was
responsible for the maintenance of a stretch of highways the responsibility fell to the
parish (at this time this term referred to the church parish) for its maintenance. Each
Easter a “Surveyor of highways” was elected form eligible persons in the Parish. They
were responsible for establishing what work needs doing, organising materials for
the work and supervising the “statutory labour”. As a parishioner (you were required
to do up to eight hours labour for 5 days a year dependent on the amount of land
you held in the parish. This task could be delegated to itinerant Agricultural
Labourers and was a service dating back to feudal times. The appointed surveyor
could raise a “local rate” to pay for specialist (bridge building) or urgent (flooding)
work. Failure by a parish to carry out repairs was reported to the local justices who
indebted the surveyor, there are no records of this happening in Broughton, but
Garstang was fined 10 shillings for a damaged road in 1664.
One of the 1st documents about the current road is a report of the “packhorse road”
in the 1670’s. It describes a “highway” that says the roadway “spanned 6 feet, was
paved with stones and bordered by mile posts” and that the “constable” had had to
have it repaired in 1654.
It has a mile post 216 beside a road off to the east, this was moved further north ot
beside the road when the statutory miles was measured. These mile posts were used
for the calculation of coach fares with varying lengths calculated as “stages”.

Section of the pack-house road London to Carlisle, Broughton mile post number 216
circa 1700
Roads were very badly maintained making the journey from London to Carlisle
quicker by sea!
The Act of Parliament “Post road to Scotland” enabling the setting up of Turnpike
Trusts along this pack road. The local section of the Act was the length between
Preston “town gate” and Lancaster Heiring Syke. This stated there were to be two
main gates at Catterall and Broughton and four side gates at Foulwood, Goosnagh
Lane, Bilsborugh and Newby (?) There is no evidence that the Goosnagh Gate was
ever erected by the Shuttleworth Arms.
These trusts were seen as a good investment with competition for the Individual
lengths of the rods. In 1751 a group of local men set up a Trust to manage this section
of the Trust road.

Richard Pedder esq. J P of Broughton Cottage (his son Edward Pedder succeeded his
father)
Gilbert Boosey builder whose nephew extended the cottage
Richard Briggs a solicitor
Joseph King a soldier retired
Thomas Jackson (buried at St John Baptist 18th November 1751)
Thomas Astley the younger ( his wife Ellen remarried after his death Richard Loxam a
draper at St John Baptist on the 23rd April 1747)

Henry Smith, (married Mary Walmsley at St John Baptist on the 25th January 1818)
John Wilkinson the elder ( who’s grandson Alfred the son of John Wilkinson jnr., a
farmer from Whittingham married Mary Lucas at St John Baptist on the 31st December
1894)

Part of the “indenture” for the section between Preston & Garstang that refers to the
Building of the Toll Bar Cottage.
“This is the indenture made on the 19th day of September in the 25th year of the reign

of his majesty the King George 2nd and in the year of our lord 1751. Between Townley
Rigby esquire of Preston in the County of Lancaster: Richard Pedder, Gilbert Noosey,
Richard Briggs, Joseph King, Thomas Jackson )& Thomas Astley the younger all of
Preston in the county of Lancaster. So named being 7 of the Trustee (among others)
appointed for putting up in execution so much as an Act in the last session of
Parliament.
Title of the Act: “For repairing and widening the road from Preston to Lancaster and
from thence to a place called Heiring Syke that divides the county of Lancaster from
Westmoreland”. As relates to and concerns the repairing of that part of the road
betwixt Preston and Garstang of the one part and Lawrence Rawstone esquire, William
Pedder, James Bolton, Henry Smith, Edward Pedder & John Wilkinson the elder of
Preston a Trust the other part.
Whereas in and by the said Act of Parliament it is amongst other things enacted that
the said Trustees for repairing the said road betwixt Preston and Garstang and the
survivors of these and any other or score of these or such persons who performs as
they or five or more than shall appoint. Should & might within the District erect or
cause to be erected two gates or turnpikes in or across the road with a Toll house at
each end of them. One of these said gates or turnpikes an the Toll Houses should be
erected in some place betwixt the four lane ends in Broughton and the bridge near
Broughton Church and the other upon Claughton Moor betwixt the place where the
road to the market town and the Church Tower of Garstang divides and the lane
leading to Claughton Hall any other place or places within the said district which
should appear were convenient to the Trustees or any since of more choice. And shall
receive and take within the said district the Tolls and duties following before any Horse,
Mare or Gelding, half for a sheep or other cattle, coach, Berlese, landau, chariot, Chaise,
Calash, chair, caravan, horse litter, waggone, cart or other carriage what should be
permitted to pass through the same that is to say…
➢ For every coach, chariot, landau, Berlese, chaise, Calash, or Hearse drawn by 4

or more horses, mare, geldings the sum of 1 shilling and drawn by 2 or 3
horses, mares, geldings or mules the sum of 6 pence, for every chaise or chair
drawn by one horse, mare, gelding or mule the sum of 3 pence.
➢ For every unladden waggone the sum of one shilling
➢ For every waggon laden with coal, caulk, turf, wood for burning or other fuels
the sum of one shilling
➢ For every waggon laden with other goods or things the sum of 2 shillings

➢ For every unladden Millstone carriage having 4 wheels the sum of one shilling
➢ For every laden Millstone carriage having 4 wheels the sum of 2 shillings
➢ For every laden cart or other carriage than the above mentioned drawn by

➢

➢

➢
➢
➢

one horse, mare or gelding ask the sum of on penny and drawn by two
horses, mares, geldings or mules or asses the sum of two pence and drawn by
3 or more horses, mares, geldings, mules or asses the sum of 3 pence.
For every cart of other carriage than above mentioned laden with coal, caulk,
turf, wood for burning got other fuel drawn by one horse, mare, gelding, mule
or ass the sum of 1 penny and drawn by 2 horses, mares, geldings, mules or
assess the sum of 2 pence and drawn by 3 horses, mares, geldings, mules or
assess the sum of 3 pence and drawn by 4 or more horses, mares, geldings,
mules or assess the sum of 4 pence
For every cart or other carriage than the above mentioned laden with goods
or things and drawn by and drawn by 1 horse, mare, gelding, mule or ass the
sum of 2 pence and drawn by 2 horses, mares, geldings, mules or assess the
sum of 4 pence and drawn by 3 or more horses, mares, geldings, mules or
assess the sum of 6 pence
For every horse, mares, gelding, mule or ass unladden and not drawing the
sum of one penny
For every drove of Oxen, cows or meat cattle the sum of 10 pence per score
and so in proportion for every greater or lesser number
For every drove of calves, hogs or sheep or lambs the sum of 5 pence per
score and so in proportion for every greater or lesser number

And it is therefore further enacted that these very tolls or duties granted and made
payable by the said Act should take place and have continuance from and after the
twenty fourth day of June once made with the terms for two years as set in the Act. it
is likewise enacted that the said trustees as the parties for the said roads or any
source of income within their respective districts related to the recovery of beasts
from the road should and might hold are thereby empowered from time to item and
have respective public meetings by any writings or writings under a handbill seals so
assigned over or Hargreaves the respective tolls or duties allotted to the respective
districts allocate these district or any part hereof the coast and charges works to be
done and paid for out of the said tolls and duties for any work.”
A contemporary description in 1756 described the road as “a turnpike road goes
north from Preston to Garstang; it crosses Blundell Brook at Broughton Bridge, from
which a road goes eastward to Durton and then Haighton. It then climbs the hill to
the township where a Bar is in place near to the four ways where a roadway goes
east to Goosnagh it them travels north up a steep incline to Barton”

A turnpike and gate circa 1780

The actual gate site is shown on the tithe map. It was a “stout barrier”, “five bar gate”
so “beasts” could not go under or over. The posts were of stone the side with the
hinges being “a good foot higher than the “clinch post”. Some early gates had no
hinges and were lifted across each time they were opened
The post in the henge was reused as one of the tollgate posts. It is known as a "tenon
head post" a type of post only found in central Lancashire. These post are generally
accepted as dating to the 15th or 16th century with many theories as to the function.
The tenon may have been used as a hitching point for a rope used to fasten a gate.
The height of the tenon would suggest that it would be easy for a horse rider to reach
without dismounting. The tenon topped gatepost may have been used to indicate land
use or ownership. It is possible that an inverted wooden ‘T’ could have been placed on
the tenon to give the impression of a cross from a distance and quickly removed in
times of trouble. these posts used as a method of marking a prescribed route for
certain people to follow such as drovers or cattle herder moving livestock around the
district. So an example of early recycling.
So we know why it is called the Toll Bar “Cottage” as it was the cottage where the
Turnpike gate or bar was situated.

List of residents

Tithe map of 1741 Toll bar cottage and gate plot 1072 & Pinfold plot 1024

.
The Trustees did not have to build a cottage for the toll collector, but generally they
did either adapted existing cottages or erected temporary shelters, but the income
suffered as someone needed to collect tolls all day and night.
In the records of the Trust we know that our cottage was in existence before the gate
was installed. So we can tentatively take its history back to the 1740’s and if the
dendrochronology results on the beams confirm this we have a house form the time
of George 2nd. By the 1760’s the cottage was used to house the toll collector, who
also functioned as the turnpike road keeper working with the surveyor for organising
maintenance of the road and the pound or fold (pinfold) for animals straying on to
the road. They had various titles but commonly they were called Pikeman or Keeper.
The cottage was owned by the Trusts on Trust land. The cottage was extended and
converted by a local tradesmen Mr Noosley to a set pattern in that they “jutted into
the road”, “were by the gate” & had a “night safe or window”. Early records show that
in order to attract “honest and diligent” toll gathers, these houses were better quality
than local workers cottages, providing privies, generous gardens, a well and usually a
hen pen and pigsty. They had “stout” doors with “bolts and locks” as they were

targets for robbers with bars on lower windows and shutters. They were required to
have an office and built in safe (often under the floor) as well as having on prominent
display the list of toll charges and a “large lamp over the porch”. Toll houses often
had illogical floor plans, especially as the family accommodation had to be separate
from the office and porch. Generally there was a separate doorway into the family
rooms, as the wife and children were expected to help as well.

Sketch of original toll bar cottage plan from Rev Jacksons records
Broughton’s cottage originally had just two room’s downstairs one a small office and
porch with a chimney and the other living room with the second fireplace/chimney
(unusual in cottages of this time).
Upstairs there were two bedrooms reached by a ladder and outside a scullery and
privy. Outside there is evidence of a brick enclosure which could have been a pig pen
as yet no well has been identified.

This early photo shows the cottage before the addition of the upstairs dormers and
showing the porch and office then only occupying half of the frontage.
(Based on the clothing, bicycle and telegraph poles this photograph was probably
taken in the late 1890’s.)

The Keeper/Pikeman had to cope with the complexities of tolls (as shown in the
extract from the Act) which depended on the number of horses/mules/oxen pulling a
variety of vehicles or driving cattle and sheep. Some imposed additional tolls for the
time of year or time of day. As a result this role required a reasonable degree of
numeracy and literacy. Trust required them to display their names at the gate; they
were told not to cause “unnecessarily delay” and “not to use scurrilous, abusive or
blasphemous language”.
The 1st turnpike in 1753 was Henry Ball who lived in a “road side cottage”. The
Trustees employed Thomas Noosley from Gatsby to build the cottage and later
employed him as the surveyor.
The 2nd Keeper was Richard Sharples, he was employed in 1760 as “Collector and
receiver of tolls and pound keeper”. Richard died on the 23rd February 1767 and is
buried in St John Baptist graveyard on the 27th February that year giving his “abode”
as Broughton Turnpike.
The Trustees put aside part of the turnpike fees for the vicar of Broughton and his
curate to visit the sick of the parish between 1767 and 1823. In the 1700’s the repair
of the road was still supervised by a surveyor but now he was appointed by the local

justices. The work was still done by the “statutory land labourer contribution” making
parishioners give their labour on certain appointed days. The problem was where to
get the stone for repair from as this very busy road was constantly needed repair.
Broughton does not have canal within its boundaries but the construction of the
nearby Lancaster canal in 1797 allowed the establishment of 2 shipping bays at
Barton and Ingol-head where stone from the quarries near Kendal could be shipped
to.
At the northern end of the parish two farms/hostelries were used to service the
travellers. As early as 1629 there were licensed victuals and stage posts in the village.
The two hostelries continued to farm as well as take care of travellers up until the
early 20th century. The hostelry to the east was called the Shuttleworth Arms and
had extensive stable and a blacksmiths behind with a meeting room over.
The stage coaches (so called as you paid according to how many stages your
covered) used the Turnpike road until the 1850’s when railways took over, travellers
and carriages from the station at Barton stopped at the inns as did the wagon
drivers, the cattle drovers and the other road users
So what was the township of Broughton like in the early 1800’s, the 1811 returns
state that there were 96 houses occupied by 101 families and a population of 548.
But very unusually and unlike neighbouring parishes only 19 families were involved in
agriculture with 79 families involved with trade, manufacture and handcrafts. The
remaining 3 families were of their own means. One effect of this was that there were
only the 19 families contributing the “statutory land labour contributions”.
The Turnpike Trust employed a carpenter, blacksmith and surveyor all of whom lived
in the township. Initially they did not pay the gatekeeper, as he took a % of the tolls
and any “fines for those beasts straying on the road”. This was a common practice at
the time. In 1827 he became an employee and in the records show that 1841 they
extended the Toll houses (Toll Bar Cottage 2 and the kitchen area). They repaired,
widened, brought “composite” to “firm” the highway; they repaired the Bar/gate on
many occasions (!) and the roof of the Toll House.

Pinfold and trough
In 1829 an appeal to the magistrate against a fine for not paying toll charges was
made against a “coachman”. The fine was paid by the vicar!
In 1833 Joseph Eton of Broughton Tollgate keeper was bound over to keep the
peace at the sum of 5 pounds, following on from an “altercation with damage to the
gate”.
In 1836 parliament set up a select committee to look into the turnpike keepers work
conditions. “they have a cottage and their wife lives with them and if there is little

traffic the wife will collect the tolls for 3 or 4 hours in the evening, and there is a slack
time in the night, when they are not called out of bed once in 2 or 3 hours all for 25
shillings a week” .
In 1830 & 1838 the “main gates” were repaired due to damage from “beasts and a
wagon”.
Early census returns for Broughton do not give us actual house names only occupants
as the residents are all listed as Broughton Township but based on the Tithe returns
and occupations some people can be identified.
In 1847 the “adjoining premises”(probably 2 Toll Bar Cottages) was a confectioner and
baker run by Joanne Hardman (widow) who died in 1879 and is buried in the St John
Baptist graveyard.
The accounts show that the turnpike never made a profit over its 50 years of
operation. One record of 1834 shows an income of £395 with labour and debts of
£215 and “paid to keeper” £4 a week”….

The Trust handed over responsibility to the Parish Highways Board in 1870. The
records show various issues with contributions from adjoining parishes towards
repairs and unpaid damage from cannon (!).
When the turnpike trusts were closed and the gates removed in the 1870s the
tollhouses were sold along with all other assets in order to pay off remaining loans,
debts and to contribute to the parishes and Highway Boards that took over
responsibility for the road. Highway Boards often required the tollhouses that were
“caste into the road” (stuck out) to be demolished since they restricted the flow of
traffic. Broughton is very lucky that the cottage was never demolished as the road
narrowed at this point.
The position of the cottage in the village has not changed in over 325 years. It shows
on maps from 1819, 1892 and 1912.

A photograph from 1907 shows the cottage with addition of the two gables in the
roof and porch extended to the full width of the frontage.
The external wall still shows where the “toll window” was positioned to receive fares;
this was bricked up when it ceased to be used in the 1870’s. There was a board on
the outside wall showing on early photos with the cost of passage through the toll
gate listed.
Inside the internal walls are still in the original positions with the exception of the
front downstairs rooms. There are a number of internal features such as the upstairs
doors and plaster work. The Kitchen area is where originally there was ginal between

the two properties (1 & 2 Toll Bar Cottage) to the yards at the back. The modern
fireplace in the front room was the site of a range with a tiled area on the floor, these
features may still exist under the current stone facing. The previous owners say that
there are flags in some areas of the ground floor rooms.

Unfortunately after the last occupants moved out in the early 2000’s the cottage was
allowed to degenerate. The owners over the next ten years were the various
developers of the adjacent site of Park House. The house was rented out by them to
a series of short term lets up until 2015. It remained unoccupied except for a short
time in 2019 until the Parish Council brought it off the developers Pillars Holdings.

In 2018 the Village bypass was opened (James Towers Way) and the village centre
enhanced with a cycle lane, flower beds, trees and changes to the paving.
The Cottage has now been renovated and extended as a community building
housing meetings rooms and a café….hopefully saved for the next 300 years.
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